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ever, as has already been said, the presentation of facts is re- 
markably fair and unbiased, and such as only could be made 
by one who has lived for some time in the midst of the condi- 
tions which are described. 

Charles A. Ellwood. 
University of Missouri. 

Modern Light on Immortality. Being an Original Excursion 
into Historical Research and Scientific Discovery Pointing to 
a New Solution of the Problem. By Henry Prank. Boston: 
Sherman, French & Co., 1909'. Pp. 467. 

This work, the author tells us, is the result of an investigation 
on which he set out without the hope of discovering any posi- 
tive grounds for immortality, and, to his own surprise, after 
testing and finding worthless all the time-honored claims and 
arguments of historical religions and philosophies on the problem, 
he discovered in the conclusions of modern natural science, not 
indeed a final proof of immortality, but a strong presumption 
in its favor. 

The first two hundred pages of the book are occupied with a 
review and critical examination of the evolution of religious be- 
lief and speculation on the problem of immortality. There is 
nothing new or noteworthy in this part of the work. Mr. Frank 
regards Jesus and St. Paul as both pantheistic mystics. St. Paul 
he holds to have been deeply influenced by the Eleusinian mys- 
teries. 

In the second part of the work the bearings of modern sci- 
ence on the problem are examined. Incidentally, the futility of 
speculative philosophy in dealing with this problem is shown. 
Mr. Frank's references to philosophy do not indicate either that 
he has gone to the standard sources for his information or that 
he has any insight into the real character of philosophical in- 
quiry. He seems to be equally in the dark as to the methods 
and results of modern psychology. Haeckel's monism and mytho- 
logical hylozoism seem to represent, for Mr. Frank, the latest 
and truest light on biology, psychology, and philosophy. Mind 
is a very refined form of matter and, in its more complex forms, 
is made up of minute psycho-physical elements or atoms. Mr. 
Frank's original contribution to the discussion consists in the 
argument that a personal soul or self is the organization of these 
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psycho-physical elements. The invisible physical substance of 
life (bioplasm) which is the seat of the psychic and vital souls 
is itself an immortal substance. "Consciousness" (in the form 
of a personal unity) "has itself become a perpetuating capacity 
of the organic system." The tentative conclusion of the book 
as to the scientific probability of immortality is to be reinforced 
in a later work from the conclusions of 'psychical research.' 

I append a few quotations, which will enable the discerning 
reader to judge for himself the quality of Mr. Frank's contribu- 
tions. "That the soul already existed potentially and genetically 
in the atoms that aggregate to constitute the body and brain of 
human beings, and that what we call the mind of a man is but 
the accumulation, in a sort of commonwealth, of an infinite num- 
ber of minds resident in the millions of cells that constitute the 
organic constituency of human beings. These statements are but 
the latest and indisputable deductions of biological science." 
' ' Science is beginning to indicate that thought is an electro-mag- 
netic process, affecting the biological cells of the cortical areas. ' ' 
"The invisible bioplastic body, then, which, as we have already 
shown, is in contour the exact counterpart of the exterior phys- 
ical frame, is the seat of the human soul, in its two phases of 
manifestation, namely, as Vital Soul and as Psychic Soul." 
"Substance is static energy; energy is dynamic substance." 
Further comment would be superfluous ! 

J. A. Leighton. 

Ohio State University. 
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